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THE OPERATICNS OF THE 511TH PARACHUTE INFANTRY
REGIMENT (117TH AJRBCRNE DIVISION} IN THE MOGUNT
MALEPUNYG 2OUNTAIX }ASS, EAST OF LIPA, LUZON,
PHILIPPIKE ISLANDS, 12 APRIL - 2 MAY 1945
(PHILIPPINES CANMPAIGN) _
(Personsl Experience of a Regimental Intelligence Ufficer.

INTRGDUCT IGN

Toe last organized defenses of the Japanese forces in
Soutinern Luzon were destroyed in the battle of Santa Clara, as
it is xnown to the people of the Phillippines. The battle raged
for several weeks in tie vieinity of the Malepuﬂyo Mounteain I'ass
end ended when the 51lth Parachute Infantry seized and held the
final Jap defensive positions. (1)

In order to understend the battle it is necessary 1o review
the preceding actions in Luzon. On the.9th of January the Sixth
Army, General VWalter Krueger commanding, landed at Lingayen Sulft,
swung southward clearing the central plain and smashed its way
toward Yanila. (See Mzp A} Later in-the month, Bighth arxy mounted
 two thrusts wiich were to pass to the Sixtk Army control. (2)

On the 29th of January, XI Corps landed to seal off Bataan.  1vwo
days leter the 1llth Airborne Division (~) landed at Fasugbu and
pressed rapidaly inland with the mission of advencing to the north
end east. (3) (n February 3rd, the division, having reacihed the
Cariliao-Batulao defile, committed the 5l1lth Regimental CJombat
Tesm in a vertical envelopment. (See Yap B} On the following day,
with the Hllth spearheading, tie division advenced northward, mov-
ing thirty miles by nightfall to reach the Paraﬁaque diver -Sridge
just seuth of greater Manila. As the leading elements of the
Sixth Army entered ldanila from the north, the division "found
itself holding & beachhead sixty-nine miles deep.and'one hundred
vards wide." (4)
(1) 4=3, p.202; (2) a-4%, p.25; (3) a&-1, p.67; (4) &-1, ».77.
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This bold advance had caught the Japanese southern defense
comrander, General Fuji, in the middle of & change in plans.(")
Before he could mass forces to counterattack or interfere with
vhe extended supply line, the 1lth hed battered its way scross
Nichols Field, swung eastward to crack the Genko line, completed
its mission at Fort McKinley, and was facing him again with orders
to destroy all Japs in Southern Luzon., (6} When the division,
now under XIV Corps, uwith the lst Cavalry Division, had advanced
to Liount Bijiang, PFuji decided to concentrate for his finsl de-
fense at the positions in Mount Mslepunyo, wihich he had begun in
January. Heving failed to stop our advance to Manila, zis mission |
was to detain the eirborne units in his area and to occupy the
meximum number of our forces. (7)

While moving scuthward, tihe 511lth had.received reports fron
native volunteers, sgents and guerillas of troop concentrations
and supply dumps et Santa Clara. On the 8th of Harch sir strikes
were requested and the town was obliterated. (8)

By the end of HMarch the Japs throughout Luzon, naving been
driven from their originsl lines, had dug ;;jh series of isclated
stfongholds in rugged inaccéssible terrain. Though their will
10 resist was impaired by decimation of their units, losses of
communications, transportation, supplies, aircraft and artillery,
they rerely, if ever, considered the.face—destroying act of sur-
render znd were determined to inflict upon us the maximur losses.

(9)
THE GENER4L S.TUATION

By 11 April, Genersl Fuji, with most of his artillery gone

and his units shattered or surrounded, had organized the 2,000

(5) 4=9, p.9; (6) 4=1, .99; (7) 4-9, p.8; (8) &5, S-3 Journal,
8 Mareh; (9) A-3, p.157.



remaining men of the 1l7th Infantry, 86th &Lir Field Eattalicn, a

navel service unit and six fishing base battalions (infantry
trained) (10} into four composite battalions in Nelepunyc. (11}
He had plenty of supplies and ammunition. (12) " XIV Corps had
cleared all main routes of communicetion in Southera Luzon to the

Bicol Peninsula. In the First Cavalry Division area the 1l&th

Cavelry was patroling north of the line, Lucena-Antimonan (1%,

the 5th Cavalry was moving farther east. The 7th and 8th Cavelry
Regiments had clesred to the northern edge of Malepunyo and had
advanced into its eaestern side. (14} In the llth Airborne area,
the 187th Glider Infantry was containing a Jap positicn gt lloun
llacolod and nolding Malarye Hill at the western edge of the Male-
punyc Mass. The 188th Glider Infantry was operating in the
Tayebas-aAntimonan area. The 3rd Bgttﬁlion of the H511lth, under
division control at Tiaong, was ambushing Jep sfragglers. The
511th (-}, at Baetengss and Bauen, was patroling the Calumpin
peninsula and southern Batangas. (15) ‘

For 18 days the 511th had‘been in Army Heserve, prepared on
Z4~-hour notice to support the 158th Regimental Combat Tegm on the
Bicol Peninsula., (16} This period end the resulting high supply
priority hed sllowed the regiment to fill sll c¢lass II end IV
shortages. (17} 4n influx of replscements and a daily diet of
hot B rations from the battalion kitchens repasired the ravages of
the Manila fighting which had reduced one batfalion to less than
300 men (18) and stricken a considerable number of the regiment
with some form of jaundice. Among the replacementsrwere our
wounded from the Leyte campaign who, in their zeai to rejoin the
regiment, had managed to break away from hospitals throughout the
(10) 4-6, ©.2; (11) A=S, p.11; (12) 4=9, p.13; (13) a-3, p.192;
(14) a~3, p.199; (15) a-1, p.110-112; (16, &-1, p.112; (17) 4-H,
S=4 Journal; (18) Statement of Lt.Col. Holecombe, Feb. 1949,
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theatre end filter vack to us without benefit of routine chan-
nels. (19)- Our strength, 1800, (20) was almost up to cur /0 of
1975 (21), and this figure was augmented by the severasl odd
netives per company who had proved their ability as guides and
fighters. (22) Our vehicles, nineteen jeeps and twenty-vne 2%~
ton trucks, were in operating condition. {23) Our secondary
mission of patroling within the sector and guarding bridzes was
largely executed by guerilla units, except when contact was im-
minent or the patrol was primerily for reﬁlacement training.
These units varied constantly in number and composition. (24)

RECOXNAISSANCE IN FORCE

The Hllth Parachute Infantry, having been released from
Army Reserve on April 12th, relieved the 187th at Malerya A111.
With the suppori of the 674th Field Artillery (105 mm) and 250
one platoon of B Company, 85th Chemical lortar (4.2} Battalion,
the regiment was ordered to probe the Malebunyo Hill Mass witihin
its zone. (26)(Map C) This order meant, to the veterans of the
Leyte mountains, that they weuld move along the ridges, establish
supply routes, occecupy high ground, set up strong booby-trasped
positions at night, and in the daylight dispatch strong patrols
to kill stragglers and locate the main Jap positions. (27)
Battalion sectors were assigned and tentative patrol routes were
seiectea from map and aerial reconnaissance. (28) Arrangements
were made for the commanders of the initial company-size patrols
to examine their routes from a liaison plene. (29}

Malepunyo appeared to be a welter of conical hillls covered
with tangled rein forest and bambbo thickets, surrounded by
(19) Personal knowledge; {20) 4=8, p.8; (21) a-5, Troop List FC 3#10;
(22) Personal xznowledge; (23) 4-5, S-4 Journal; (24%) Personal knowl-
edge:; (25) A-1, p.112; (26) A-1, p.ll3; (27) Personel knowledge;
(28) 4-5, FO #10; (29} Personal xnowledge.
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precipitous slqpes and irterlaced with sharp ridges. {(Proto 2)
The highest peak rose 3,160 feet sbove the plains of southern
Luzon. There were no roads and only poorly kept iunsle trailsﬂ
within the thirty odd square —ile area. (30} This wes exhaustj
ing country in wiich all loeds had to be hand carried, For the
coming operation, resupply &nd evacuation would be by native
bearer with emergency supplies on call by parachute from our
Teithful liaison planes. (31}

The lst Battelion patrols on the south, guided by SCR 300
radio fror & lialson plasne, pushed through to Tiaong in three
days, mceting only a few stragglers on the way. The Jap nad
prepared positions in the highest hills, tut was not occupying
them. (32) The 2nd Rattelion, cdvancing into the centrszl sector,
founa the golng tougher. They used Jalarya #ill as & sterting
2point. (The 3rd Zattalion of the 511lth, while attached to the
187%n Glider Infantry, hed wrested this hill from the Japs con
7 &pril.i(33) With the help of artillery suvpport, they nad
esteblisied positions on the eastern sloﬁe of ilount Delaga, and
were able to obéerve & cavelry patrol contacting & large number
of Jups in the vicinity of Hills 2375, 2380 and 2218. (34} <{n
ADTil 17th the 2nd Bettelion, driving in Jap outposts, secured
the ridge from "ount Dalsza to the bease of Till 2930 and seized
and occupied Till 2362. (35)

AL this‘time ground observation revealed numergus ridgeé
end knobs that &id not show on the maps. Aerial photes were noi
forthconting tLrouga ehannels, so the division G=2 sent 2 camers-
naa aloft With.a £~20 aerizl camera. Unfortunstely his photos

(30) 4=6, p.1; (31) Personal knowledge; (22) 4-6, p.2; (23] a-1,
p.112; (3% A=H, 5-8 Jeurnel; (2%5) a=H, Situation overlay.



could not be oriented and he tried again, cnce more without
results. (36)

Tie 2ud bettelion c¢ontinued to push easfmard. F Company
made limited advances Gown the ridge toward 111 2530 end va-
treled to the south. E Company patroled forverd from Hill 3263.
Jap sniper fire against the E Company patrols increased d&i£§f)
The nills to the north snd esst in the cavelry sector offered
tiie Jep good observation. | Despite these disadvantages, the
orders were to continue ezstward since no sericus resistance had
been offered. Un the Zlst, a patrol returning late recorted
reaching Hill 2380. This report was questionable, but E Compeny
was ordered to attack in the morning. {3%) The 2nd Battalion
commender, Lt. Col, Frenk Holcombe, before moving out with E
Company, summarized the foreboding of nis comrand by seying to
his executive, "We're going to step in it todayl" (39)

The ridge forward of Hill 2382 was again covered with
artillery and E Company advanced against intermittent fire
through a coconut grove to the last knob, later known as Davis
Ridge, facing Hill 2380. 4s the Jap fire began to take its toll,
the battelicn commender issued the orders to return to =Hill 2362
until more artillery could be messed. DBefore the order could be
executed, one of the men in the nearby support platoon was hit by
a grenade. Ee held up & bloody stump of en arm, headed back to-
wards the aid stetion and shouted, "I've got a home run!" A4lmost
immediately Jap heavy weapons opened a terrific volume of surorise
fire from the eastward row of hills and decimsted the lesd pla-
toons. The entire column took casualties as Jap snipers fired
(36) Personal knowledge; (37) 4-5, S-3

J
Lt. Col. Holcombe, 12 February 1949; (39
Cook, 12 February 194¢9.

ournal; (38) Statement
} Statement of Major John
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from concezled spider holes slong the ridge. (40) The Jap, for
tue Tirst time, revecled his ruin position. The reconnsisssnce

Phase was ended.

After & tuorough study from the air andé ground, 1t wss
determined thet the 2380-£375 nill mess wes the key t0 tile Jap
positicn, end that the only epprosch within our sector wes from
the south. 4An oblique shoto tuien by the S-2 (Puoto E) confirmed
tiiis view, end the regirent's tentative plean wa: presented to
tiie division commander, General Swing. (Y1)

To the north (Map Cj, the lst Cavelry, employing a brigade
in & five-dsy ettack (april 17-22), supported by artillery and
heaﬁy 2ir strikes, nad made 00 progress against the malin Fale-~
punyo positions. (42) After a Dhone conversstion with Jeseral
Swing, tuae Corps coumander, CGenerel Grisvwold, shifted the boundary
ard unified the com:zand in felepunyo by stteching to the 1lth
alrborne bivision the 3th Cavelry iegimernt and a battelion of the
7tz Cevalry. Iis orders to General Swing were terse: "lanture
tizlepunyo and destroy ell Jeps thereon.” (43

The new division order moved bthe regimental boundery north-
ward to include Hill 2610 (lep ¥), shifted units to ring the
bese of the mountain ress, and attached F Troop of the T7th Cov-
glry to the 5lltnh. Corps was now suooorting the operstion with
two redium battelions, a light battelion and a company (-} of
4.2 rmorters. These units and the 1lth airbtorne Division =rtil-
lery were placed around the mountain mass so thet high angle fire
could te dropped on every possible Jep position. (44)

(4O} Statement of Captain Stephen Cavanaugh, 12 Feb 49.

(41) Personal knowledge; (42) 4-3, p.200; (43) A-1l, ».1l14;
(44} a=1, p.114.
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The commander of the 5llth assigned the newly aellocated ares
to the 3rd Estialion, Lt. Col. John Strong commanding, and socon
learned from patrols up the two ridges leading eastward thet the
only possible attack route there was covered by heavy defensive
fires. A1l information now indicated a strong position along the
north-south ridge from Hills 2218 to 2610, including Mount ¥ataasna
Bundoc. Fortunately, each peak seemed to mask the fires of sll
others %o the north, and each could be covered by fire from the
ridee held by F Compeny. (45) The Japs appeared to be holding the
mass of their troops in dug-in positions and caves slong the sides
of the draws where our artillery would be less effective. (46

The troops moved into position for the attack. The 188%th
Glider Infentry to the north wes to advance in its sector and seize
nill 2480. The 127th Airvorne BEngineer Battalion was to push a
fill across the Onipe river to provide tank and logisticsal S&ppOﬁ?.
8th Cavalry was to meintain its position. The 1lst Battalioé%?g the
187th Glider Infantry and the l152nd AAA Battalion were to cut off
Japs fleeing to the south and east. The Hllth was to mske the
main effort. (47])

The commanding officer of the 511lth Parachute Infantry, Col.
B. H. Lahti, gathered his forces. The 3rd Battalion, in reserve,
was to establish ambushes covering the draws to the west.(llap G)
The 2nd Battslion, from its seme positicn, was %o guard the sucply
trail, give fire support on call, and protect the 7H mm assault
guns of D Battery, 457th Parachute Field Artillery Sattalion, which
had been carried by hand loads into positioﬂs on the Dalaga iidge

and Eill 2362. The 1lst Battalion, Lt. Col. Fred ¥right comranding,

(45} 4=6, p.3?; (46) Personal knowledge; (47) 4=1, p.llh.
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in conjunction with Task Force 58, composed of C Company (51lth )
and F Troop (7th Cavalry}, was to make the assault after the
messed artillery and sll the air strikes obtainable had been
laid on. This assault was to focus three columns asgainst Hill
2380. B Company was to advance eastward from the . draw between
Delaga cnd Hill 2362. A Company was to drive north from F Com-
pany's foremost position. Task Force 58 was. to clear Mataasna
Bundoc from the cavalry position westward. (48]

¥hile the troops moved to implement the plen and native
carriers moved supplies, the regimentsl observation post was
established on the Dalaga Ridge. Gn April 25, air strikes were
directed against the hills by the air support party on the plain.
These were ineffective, and on the 26th a SCR 694 radio was cer-
ried to Hill 2362, and the.comwander of D Company, Captain Cav-
anaugh, ves directed to talk the plenes into the targets by relay
.to the eir suoport party. (49) With cross observation from the
regimental observetion post, the succeeding strikes were on
target. {50) |

By the night of the 26th, the arvillery fire plan was complete.
5,000 rounds would fall on Hills 2375, 2380, 2218, Davis Ridge,
and Hingler Ridge. Iiore would be available on call. The heavy
coﬁcentrations would fall when B Company sighnaled its arrival at
the base of Ringler Ridge. 4ll bvattalions were registered and
comrunicetions were established tirough the fire direction center
of the B6T74th Field Artillery 2attalion to mess six bettalions on
call. During the night three surprise volleys of four bettalions
each were fired Time-on-Target into the draws and suspected wmater
points. (51)

(48) 4~8, p.3,4; (49} Personal knowledge; (50) A-5, S=3 Journsal;
(b1} A-6, irtillery Fire Plan.

11



THE 41TACK: FIRST DAY, 27 APRIL 1945

At dawn the flank companies began their advance t0 the Lines
of Departure, E Company in the heavy Jjungle popping red smoke
zrenades to mark position as the artillery clégred the route ahead.
/ uhen b Company rezched the Ease of its ob jective ridge, the grtil-
lery opened its heavy preparetion on the hills. A Company, =oving
benind 81 mm. bursts zlong the trail ahead, seized Hill 2213 (Wap
G} without Oppositidn, but firing was heard from the east uwhere
the Task Force s1ad begun a small arms fight that was to continue
intermittently taroughout the day. ¥hile & Company prepared to
continue north, artillery plastered Hill 2380 and, on signsal,
1ifted to the higher hills as the infantry labored up the slopes.
A Company reached the crest of Hill 2380 witzout opposition, btut
soon felt lizht sniper fire from Hill 2375. The 75 mm. assault
gun squed on Hill 2362 located this reslistance and silenced it with
five rounds, one a direet hit. (H2)

At 1300 hours, eighteen A-20 attack aircraft worked over [Hill
2610, and en hour later = second flight struck effectively at 7ill
2418, 4 Company sent a platoon to 311%22375. The Japs had pre-
pared company-size positions on A Ccmpan&'s hills, but apparently
hed withdrawn to the north. The platoon of D Company from llount
Dalega was ordered up t0 occupy Hill 2218. (53}

B Company continued to wmove through the inick jungle most of
the day. They uncovered and searched out numerous Jap supply
caves slong tueir route, but these wers guarded only by desad men.
By mid-afternoon they had pccupied their objective, KHingler XHidge,
just short of Hiil 2380. They cleared the many Jap positions and
Vdug in for the night. (54}

(52} A~8, p.4,5; {53) a=-5, S=3 Journal; (54) &=6, p.6.
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The Task Force had control of lfateaasna Pundoc by 1500 hours

but was having difficulty clearing the saddle to Hill 2380.

Thelr thrust westward was neld up by snipers. The Task Force
comuander, ke jor Ciceri, requested & patrol from A& Company to
a8sist his advence by taking the snipers in rear. The pstrol moved
out, but soon ran into heavy resistance in a bamboo thiecket and
suffered severel casualties. Sergeant Berardi of A Company end
two others, realizing the plight of the patrol, started down into
ithe saddle to help evacuate the wounded. Snipers opened on thenm
end killed two men before they could even contact the beleaguered
patrol. Sergeant Berardl immediastely began & rush toward the
snipers and, altnough Teceiving & mortal wound, drove out tue Japs,
and joined the patrol., He then assumed comrand and directed the
evacuation of the other wounded. For tuis action he received a
post-humous DSC. The Task Force was ordered back to the crest of
¥ataasna Bundo¢ sO thet ﬁrtillery and wortar fire could sweep the
saddle. (55)

As the regiment dug in‘for the night, a supply column of na-
tive bearers moved on to sll positions with "C" rations, water,
and ammunition. The day's total of casualties suffered wes eight
kiiled in éction, twslve wounded in action. (56) Harassing fires
in the draws were employed tﬁroughout the night. (57}

Plsns for the next day included: (Map Ej

‘(l) Two 9-plane air strikes against Iill 2418 at 0€0C.

(2) TFollowing tie eir strikes & 1,000-round artillery

. Preparation on Hill 2418, with smoke on Hills 2070,
2610 and 2418, the latter to be lifted on call by
B Company. |
(55) 4=6, p.5; (56) 4=, S-3 Journal; (57) 4-6, p.54.
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(3) B Company to pass through A Company and to seize
Hill 2418 on order. o

(4} A Company to hold Ringler Ridge, Hills 2380 and 2375
until relieved by the Task Force.

() Task Force to clear the saddle, hold Mataasna Bundoc
and relieve B Company.

(6} I Company to seige Hill 2070 =nd the remainder of ihe
Zrd Battalion to be prepared to move on one hour's
notice. (58) |

THE ATTACK: SECOND DAY, 28 APRIL 1945

The gir strikes went in as scheduled at low level. The nine
P-38's dropped their parachute demolition bombs and napalm, land-
ing four bombs and most of the nepaln in the target area.

At 1006 hours, as the artillery preparstion nesred its close,
B Company was ordered forward., At 1010, the artillery lifted to
Hills 2070 and 2610, and the 4.2's ceased fire. B Company, moving
along a narrow trail on the slope of Hill 237H, by-passed A Company
and pushed up the;sides of Hill 2418, killing the few remaining
Japs without receiving a single casualty. (Mep H) Jep fire from
a mountain gun was ineffective. After a short rest, B Company wes
ordered to advance on the final objective, Hill 2610. Captain
Ringler soon diSCOVered that the only feasible route, staying on
the ridge lines, was via IIill 2070, wnich I Company had been
ordered to take. The regimental commender diverted I Company and
ordered it to relieve 4 Company on Hill 2418, since he hed decided
to let the lst Battalion carry the attack until they asked for
help. While this relief was ugder way, the artillery checked iis
reéistration on Hill 2070 and then laid in a 675~round concentra-
tion. (nce more B Company secured its objective. (59)

(58) A-8,4pr.27; (59) 4-6, p.6.
14



Task Force 58 had spent the day clearing the Japs off a
ninor north-south ridge which covered the seddle between Hill
2380 and Mount Mateasna Bundoc. At 1110 hours they haed killed
fifteen Japs and were in contact with twenty-five more. They used
white phosphorus grenades to burn off the gress concesling the
holes, and, zs the Jeps came out, mowed them down with wmorters
and small arms. The grass fires got out of nand for a moment,
end forced our troops off their crest. However, the Japs @ere
too disorganized to teke advantage of the situetion, and positiocns
were soon recovered. The Japs continued to resist stubbornly from
the draws. (60) |

Platoons end guerillae units of the 2nd Sattalion moved up to
occupy the hills vacated by the 1lst Battalion. As the supply
column noved thrcugh their positions, it wes discovered that about
helf the water had disappeared en route, and regimental headcuarters
arrznged an emergency parachute drop for 4 and B Companies on Zill
2070. (6l1;

During the night all perimeters reported Jsp activity and
Task Force BB suffered two casuslties frowm a small Benzal atteack,
4 total of eight Japs were killed snd the rest were easily driven
from all positions. (62)

Plans for the morning called for three heavy air strikes
agﬁinst Hill 2610, with our troops only 700 yards {mep distance]
awey from the target of the 1,000-pound bombs. The flight line
was checked and rechecked; all forwsrd units were given an exirs
supply of colored smoke grenades; and the ertillery pilece, wiich
would fire the marking round of wiite phosphorus, was csrefully

(60} A=6, p.o; (61) 4=-8, 28 April
(62} A-5, 8=3 Journel.
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adjusted onto tie target B Conpany wes to assault Zill 2610
vith A Company reedy to reinforce if necessery. The two company
Hi estimeted

commanders, looxing down the ridge toward Hill 2610
(62) 4 Company's radio

the peak at 100 yards rgther than 700
on ill 2070 wes to assist Captain Cavanaugh in directing the
a i wolld

The usual ertillery prepasraticn

Task Force BB vas ordered to fire a heavy
(64 )

oplanes to their targetis

follow the =ir strike.
preparation, then push through the Jap positions.
THIRD DAY, 29 APRIL 1945

and the asrtillery fired esrly
rith 1,000-1b.

THE ATTLCK:

The day broke bright and clear,
By 0500 the P-38's,
Red smoke grenades

tc check thelr registrations.
bombs aboard, tere searching for their target.
pcpped on the occupied hills; white phospuorus shells burst on

CDHP&HIBSSHJEgled a little closer to the

One by one they

y
p 3; 1‘\ .
_'§ ¥ Hill 2810; and A and o
LYy
? i ground, The first flight roared in, following their leader in
! .
column, strafing, then loosing their bombs. The mountains sacox
but the peak of Fill 2610 still loomed untouched between the

N

=
5547

i

e,

{

The second flight had a cleer view of the target

bracketing aits.
as tieir leader scored on tne crest of the hill.
£ The third flight

followed, each bomb sterting & smell lendsllde.
The comsender of 2B Company rz=dioed
iv noses.
(651

circled, awaiting instructions.

one man wounded, several with bloo

"Last flight cancelled

"Call off the planes,
The battalion commender replied

Coordinate srtillery ccncentrstions, using et least 500 rounds,
including smoke Shift fires to north slope of Hill 2610.

know wien you move out." (66) E Compeny moved. (¥ep I) They hed

climbed half way up the precipitous slope when strange shells

Capt. Jefferies, 12 Feb 49; (64) 4-8, 26 spril

t); (66) a-8, april 29

(63) Statement,
(65) A=8, p.7 {(quoted in part)
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started dropping in. While a radio check determined that ine
snells were from the tank destroyers, firing for the 188th to
the north, the regimentsl commander, in a liaison plane, guided
B Company away from the target area and encouraged tiem upwar?.\

At 1045 hours, B Company reached the top of iill 2610 (E(i:}gll}'
and immediately.began clearing the many Jap caves and trencnes.
It Tirst appeared that the caves were empty, but after several
white phosphorus grenades were dropped in one large hole, the Japs
came pouring cut of the ground 50 yards away. For s few rinutes
BVCompany riflemen on the crest Lad a "turkey shoot", 4As this
sction ceased, the men, moving up to grenade another hole, found
themselves showéred with fragments from a sstchel charge which the
Japs flung intc the alr. Eigateen men from B Company were slignt-
ly wounded. On ancther portion of the Lill, Jap machine gun fire
seemed to come right out of the ground where the Japs apparently
were firing tarough cave vents., 4 piatoon from A Company znd an
engineer demolition squed scaled Hill 2610 to help B Corpany and,
a little leter, the regimentel commander dropped a flsme thrower
from his liaison plane. He then directed the movement of an I
Company platoon to & xnob between Hill 2610 and Hill 2418 in order
to strengthen his hold on the hills.

While the regimental objective wss being secured, Task force
B8 blested the Japs once again with a mass of.artillery, and by
1045 hours, C Company had moved through to F¥ill 2380. (68)

MOP-UP

Early in the morning of .pril 30, G and I Compeanies woved
up on Fill 2610 to be ready for a further push, if needed. &
Company roved northward décwn the ridge to Iill 2480, after per-

mission haG been granted to -ove beyond the regimental boun?agﬁ.
oY

(67) A=B, p.7; (68) &=0, p.T; (69} A=38, p.B.
17



From their positions on Hill 2480, their pstrols were able to
contact the 188th Glidér Infantry which had succeeded in clear-
ing a strongly fortified Jap position in a ccconut grove on the
northwest side of the Malepunyc Mass. (70)

¥ith the high ground in our possession, 211 units began
patroling the drﬁws and hill slopes to flush out the last remein-
ing Japs. Where resistance weas suspected, artillery concenira-
tions were used to clear the way. {71} 4 new supply trail be-
tween Mount Delage and Hill 2070, first used by I Company in their
advance on the second day, reduced the long carry tc one and a
helf hours. Tae lét Battalion moved up trneir guerillas to Davis
Ridge. Large caves connected by wire communications and still
containing wmeny supplies were uncovered on botih the east and
west slopes of Hdill 2380, Hill 2610 contained a moﬁntain gun with
17 rounds of usable ammunition and a honeycomb of trenches and
caves. (72) iigh-vowered radic equipment and many dead were found
in the lergest cave. (73)

The tale of the battle would not be complete without the

statements of General Fuji, just before he was hanged as a war

criminal.

"On the 2hth of April Iissued the order to begin withdrewing
to Mount Banshao (Mep B) by small groups starting on the 27th.
I planned to withdraw the least heavily engeged units first. I
left April 29th with about 200 men, moving up the draw east of
Hills 2610 and 2480." (74)(Map I) |

On May 2nd, after & thorough search of all draws end enemy
cave positions, the mountasins were turned over to the guerillas,
and the Fllth marched out of the hills. (75)
(70) Statement, Lt. Col. D. P. Quandt, 24 Feb 49.
(71) Personal knowledge; (72) A~5, S-3 Journal, 1 May; (73] Per-
sonsl knowledge; (74) 4-9, p.11,12; (75) A-H, S-3 Journal, 2 iay.
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ANALYSIS ARD CRITICISM

In analyzing this battle at its close, the members of the
511lth Perachute Infantry felt that its successful culminetion had
been the pay-off for all the previous lessons learned the Zard way.
They now had an increased confidence in their ability to carry out
future missions.

1 think this operation is an illustration of the Infantry-
man's bread and butter thesis that the only way to defeat a fan-
atical eremy is to physicaelly occupy his strong points. The Jan-
anese defenders at Malepunye had resisted a terrific pounding by
bombs and artillery for nearly a month., They yielded their po-
sitions to & swmall force of determined infantrymen, who had worked
in close enough to: (1) select the objectives; (2) protect the
forward observers; {3} guide tae bombers‘to their targets; and
(4} occupy the commanding ridges.

The artillery and airforce support in this operation was
magulficent, and I think no infantryman would like to contemplate
sucih & mission without it. TBecause of the precipitous nature of
the terrain, overall artillery support would have beén impossible
without the circular emplacement of the artillery battalions. “hen
it became apparent that observation inm the hills would be required
for a proper direction of air strikes, the aAir Fdrce furnisbed a
portable ViF set and operator. Over 10,000 srtillery rounds end
72 fire or democliticn bombs were dropped in the 5llth area during
the operation. (76)

The soldiers who won this battle were voluntcers for their

particular regiment. Though some had grown a bit "ouchy" es their
(76} A=-8, fire plans.

19



nunkber of combat days piled up, they nevér'faltered when gpgiven
a wission, and never thought of turning back. Above all, they
vere good infantrymen - able to live where they found themselves;.
to eat what they were given; and to fight with the weapons at
nand! In this unbelievably difficult terrein, their airborne
trcining Qad stcod them in good stead. Their stamina, develooed
by runs and long marches, made them fit to czrry their combet
loads up the rugged peaks and ridges. Experienced in aerizl re-
supply methods, they could slways go for the most diffiecult cob-
jective, confident that emergency supplies could be dropped in a
few minutes.

The artillery liaison planes were of grest assistance to the

comrender and staff, and undoubtedly expedited the course of the

, battle, They made it possible to communicete with the patrols,

study terrzin, observe opersticns, drop emergency sunplies, =hoto-
zraph the area, and direct ertillery fire. This latter capability
served as life insurance for the pilot and ocbserver, since it was
the reason for the Jap commander's orders ageinst firing at liei-
son eireraft. The activities of the aircraft vere limited only
bty tne veather cnd the inadvissbility of flying over areas thst
were being shelled.

Maximum use of native assistance zlso ecntributed to the
operation., The guerilla units helped our seppower situetion by
occupying positions, furnishing gzuards, andé carrying out patzel
missions in the regimental sector beyond the mountzinss hative
lzborers, up to 1300 & day, were used by the S-4 for carrying
supplies to the battalions in tae nills. {77)

The mein flaw in the operetion occurred during the recon-
naissance phase. The azbsence of exact maps znd aserial photos
mede a proper terrzin anelysis impossible. Conseguently, the volue,

(77) &=6, 0.9



strength, and security of‘the Dalaga Ridge was not understood
until F Company had advanced down it nearly to Hill 2218. Th;s
ridge became the springboard for the final attack, and the im-
portance of the originel seizurs of Mﬁlafya fiill was realized.
Although Fuji said he had ordered a withdrawal in the middle
of our sttack, he did not leave with ais headquarters group until
the 29th - the day that B Company was exterminating the last de-
fenders of Hill 2610. The final toll - 51lth dead, 32; Jap dead,
632 {78} - leaves little doubt as to the effectiveness of our
operation. The Corps total of Jap dead, 1,647 (79} in the lale-
punyo area, indicates that Fuji and 21ls party were among the few

escapees.
' LESSOKS LEARNED

The following lessons illustrated in this operation spply
perticularly in difficult terrain..

1. Ageinst a fanaticzl enemy there is no substitute for the
determined riflemen.

2; Proper use of the terrain may mean the difference between
victory and defeat.

3. Ridges are sowetimes the only feasible means of approach.

4. Ex;ct maps, or in their absence aerial photos, may save

lives. , : N i
R - F : - ' B

5. Traiﬁéd photegraphers should be available to the reziment
t0 take, prepare, and interpret photogrephs of diffteuit-terr=in.
6. Effective use of liaison aircraft for command, communi-
i

cation, éﬁﬁ resupbi§ will conperve manpovwer and expedfts the

viétory.
(78) 4=5, p. 34; (79) 4-3, p.203.
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v T+ DBomb safety lines can vary with the terrsin, the situa-
ticn, and”fhé confidenéé in the pilots.
8. Tactical aircraft can best be controlled by an obserVEr
who can clearly see the target and the line of flight.
9. Waen artillery is available, it should be used in mass.
v/ 10. ﬁﬁity of command at the operational level is essential.

[ —.

1ll. Where available, natives should be used to the maximum

e P

as irregular forces and lsbor.
12, White phosphorus grenades thrown into the enemy's grass

——

camoflage is an effective combat expedient.

ee



